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Nom de l’association GSM 

Pays: Turquie 

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY WORK CAMPS PROGRAM - 2016 

 

Who we are… 

GSM – Youth Services Centre is a youth organization that has been founded by a group of young people in 1985 in 
Ankara, Turkey. Since its first day, GSM has actively worked in youth field and until today it has created and 
successfully implemented many national and international youth projects. GSM is a pioneer organization in the field 
of youth-work in Turkey. 

Our main aim is to support common understanding, peace, friendship and intercultural learning among young 
people coming from different cultural backgrounds by organizing international youth activities. We believe that 
these intercultural activities give space to young people to share their experiences and own cultural richness, which 
could help young people to break down any barriers and prejudice. 

Main Activities are; 

 International Voluntary Workcamps 

 International Youth Projects under European Programs 

 Youth Information 

 NGO Capacity Building Seminars 

We are member of; 

 Alliance of European Voluntary Service Organizations 

 UNESCO/CCIVS-Coordinating Committee of International Voluntary Service Organizations 

 ERYICA-European Youth Information and Counseling Agency 

 EURODESK Turkey 

 UGK-National Volunteering Committee 

 GO-FOR: Youth Organizations’ Forum 

General characteristics of GSM’s workcamps 

All the camps; 

- are being organized by GSM in cooperation with municipalities and local initiatives 
- are international and the camp language is ENGLISH 
- all of them last for 2 weeks, 
- have one or two GSM camp leaders 
- do not provide insurance 

What we expect from our volunteers 
- no previous experience or specialty for participating at the camps is necessary 
- to be ready to work 5-6 hours a day 
- to be able to speak at least basic English 
- to follow strictly forbidden drug policies 
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- to follow no alcohol policies on some of camps 
- to arrange their own transfer to/from the camp place 
- to bring necessary materials, which are required for the camps 
- to arrive at the camp place on the arrival day and depart on the departure day 
- to have their own large insurance in their own countries and bring any necessary documents 
- to bring a big smile and enthusiasm 

 

List of Workcamps of 2016 

CODE NAME LOCATION START END TYPE 
# of 
INT 
Vols 

Age 

GSM01 Delicious Ulus/Bartin 15.06.2016 29.06.2016 

SOCI 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM02 
Toys For 
Everybody 

Kirklareli 15.07.2016 30.07.2016 
MANU / ART 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM03 
Green is 
Growing 

Tasoluk/Afyon 22.07.2016 06.08.2016 
ENVI / RENO 

 
18Vols 18-99 

GSM04 
Happy 
Together 

Mut/Mersin 22.07.2016 06.08.2016 
ENVI 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM05 
Let’s Building 

Together 

Egirdir/Isparta 29.07.2016 13.08.2016 
ENVI 

 

18 Vols 18-99 

GSM06 Fit For Life Mugla 05.08.2016 20.08.2016 
RENO 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM07 
Blue and 
Green  

Bergama/Izmir 12.08.2016 27.08.2016 
ENVI / RENO 

 

18 Vols 18-99 

GSM08 
Let’s Clean  

Together 
Bartin 12.08.2016 27.08.2016 

ENVI 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM09 Ride My Bike Bademler/Izmir 12.08.2016 27.08.2016 

CONS 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM10 
Colorful 
Schools 

Kas / Antalya 19.08.2016 03.09.2016 
RENO 

 
18 Vols 18-99 

GSM11 We Go Again Milas/Mugla 26.08.2016 10.09.2016 
RENO 

 

18 Vols 18-99 

GSM12 Keep It Green Yenisehir/Mersin 26.08.2016 10.09.2016 
ENVI 

 
18 Vols 18-99 
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GSM01 Delicious 15.06.2016 – 29.06.2016 SOCI  18 Vols  18-99 

Partner: Our partner will be Ulus Municipality for this camp. We also will be organizing a Workcamp together with 
this municipality for the first camp. Ulus is a hidden place for foreign people thus our volunteers will be experienced 
utmost Turkish hospitality within this camp. 

Work: Volunteers will arrive our camp during the Holy Month of Ramadan and work closely with department of the 
municipality dealing with social works. Main duty of our volunteers will be helping on coordination team of 
distributing food for disadvantageous people and doing social activities for public in honor of Ramadan. Volunteers 
will be able to find several opportunities to contact with local people and people who need help. 

Accommodation and food: Dormitory / Cafeteria 

Location and leisure: Ulus is situated on the Black Sea region of Turkey and a beautiful district, possessing 
picturesque views of nature. The town has been famous for its cultural and historic heritage which is known Greek 
colony. This beautiful town is available for camping and mountain hiking due to the fact that there so many forest. 
Pumpum soup is one of the most delicious foods in Ulus and its recipe is an ultimate secret.  

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest terminals; Istanbul 

Notes: Since the camp will be hold during Ramadan, no alcohol policy will be applied.  

Summary: Volunteers will be expected to work on food distribution and social public activities during the holy month 
of Ramadan in lovely small town, Ulus.  

 

GSM02 Toys For Everybody 15.07.2016 – 30.07.2016 MANU/ART 18 Vols

  18-99 

Partner: Our partners are Kirklareli Municipality and Toy Library. This is the first time that we organize workcamp 
together with the municipality and Toy Library. For more information www.kirklareli.bel.tr and 
www.oyuncakkutuphanesi.net 

Work: Kirklareli Municipality is organizing a campaign on collecting new and used toys all around Turkey in 

cooperation with GSM and Toy Library. It’s a national campaign that will reach several cities and organizations 

promoting it. Our volunteers will work with local young people and national volunteers on classifying due to age, 

repairing collected toys and packing them as presents by adding personal stories. The toys will be distributed to 

Roma and refugee children because Kirklareli is the town hosting several Roma families and refugee camps. In 

addition, the volunteers will have the chance to learn how to make wooden toys with an expert.  
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Accommodation and Food: Hostel / Cafeteria  

Location and Leisure: Kirklareli is a beautiful city from the European part of Turkey. The province has a coastline on 
the Black Sea. The town has the perfect combination of nature and colors and it located near of the amazing 
destinations like Demirkoy, Igneada and Dupnisa Magrasi. Demirkoy lies on the Black Sea coast and is approximately 
5 km south of the Mutludere river which forms the border with Bulgaria. The Igneada Floodplain Forests National 
Park with its Lake Saka Nature Reserve Area is situated around the town. It harbors one of the few remaining 
floodplain forests in all of Europe, which is home to many different bird species. 

Participation Fee: 30 Euro 

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest terminals; Istanbul 

Notes: The participation fee will be paid upon arrival and will be spend to cover the expenses of the expert training 
volunteers on wood processing to create toys.  

Summary: This year we are working with toy library in Kirklareli. Our volunteers with the help of local young people 
will be repairing old toys and packing them as presents.  

GSM 03  Green is Growing 22.07.2016 – 06.08.2016 ENVI/RENO 18 Vols

          18-99 

Partner: Our partner is Tasoluk Municipality in Afyonkarahisar. We are cooperating with Tasoluk Municipality for the 
first time this year. For more information about the municipality, please visit www.tasoluk.bel.tr 

Work:  Tasoluk Municipality has many gardens and parks within their lovely town. During our workcamp in Tasoluk, 
our volunteers will be working on regulating those parks and converting them into a better and more beautiful areas 
that locals spend their time with their families and friends. 

Accommodation and Food: Hostel / Local restaurant 

Location and Leisure: The city of Afyonkarahisar is located as gateway between the see and the inner regions of 
Anatolia. The history of the city goes back to 4000BC. The top of the rock in Afyon has been fortified for a long, long 
time. It was known to the Hittities as Hapanuwa and was later occupied but Phrygians, Lydian and Persians until it 
was conquered by Alexander the Great. It is a spa-center with thermal baths and it is famous for specific “Turkish 
delight”. There are also some fairy chimneys and thermal foundations which attract many tourists every year as well 
as the Mevlevihane (a lodge by Mevlevi dervishes) became a museum recently. The city is a member of “Association 
of Historic Towns in Turkey”. 

Language: English 

Terminals: Nearest airports; Istanbul and Ankara 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0%C4%9Fneada_Floodplain_Forests_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0%C4%9Fneada_Floodplain_Forests_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Saka_Nature_Reserve_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floodplain
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Summary: International voluntary workcamps are a good way to promote intercultural dialogue and volunteering. 
During our camp in Tasoluk, our volunteers will be working on renovating city parks and converting them into a 
better living space for locals for doing leisure time activities with families and friends.  

GSM 04  Happy Together 22.07.2016 - 06.08.2016 ENVI 18 Vols  18-

99 

Partner: Our partner is Mut Municipality. We have been organizing workcamps with Mut Municipality since 2000. 
The inhabitants are very motivated to host such an international event in their small town. For more information: 
www.mut.bel.tr.  

Work: Last year, renovation of the Mut Castle was completed by the help of our volunteers. This year, volunteers 
will take over the work left from last year and start landscaping within the castle area in order to convert the public 
place into a better cultural center. The main work will be weeding, flowering and planting. Since the Mut Castle is 
very important historical figure for the town, the work of volunteers will be remembered for a long time! 

Accommodation and Food: Dormitory / Cafeteria 

Location and Leisure: Located 165 km far away from Mersin, one of the biggest cities and important port of Turkey. 
Mut is a village surrounded by mountains and high plateaus. The region hosts Turcoman, still living with their old 
traditions in the high plateaus. The Mediterranean village will welcome the volunteers by very interesting customs of 
Turcoman, wedding ceremonies, natural beauties and historical sites. Mut is a member of “Association of Historic 
Towns in Turkey” touristic places like Dagpazarı Church, Alahan Monastery, Karaseki and Aloada Cave in Mut. Trips 
for natural and touristy places, as well as, plateau excursions in the region will be organized as leisure time activities. 

Language: English.  

Terminals: Nearest Airport: Istanbul or Ankara 

Summary: With the help of the international workcamps that we have been organizing together with Mut 
Municipality, the Castle of Mut turned into a cultural center for local young people. Each year, international groups 
took care of one part of the renovation work and last year it was the end of the renovation work. This year, the 
volunteers will take part in landscaping of the cultural center created by the previous international groups. They will 
be responsible of weeding, flowering and planting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mut.bel.tr/
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GSM 05 Let’s Building Together       29.07.2016 – 13.08.2016 ENVI 18 Vols  18-
99 

Partner: Our partner is Egirdir Municipality. This year is the third year of our cooperation. More information about 
our partner can be found at www.egirdir.bel.tr.   

Work: Egirdir Lake lies in the Turkish Lakes Region and is 150 kilometers north of Antalya. With an area of 500 square 
kilometers, it is the fourth largest (second largest freshwater) lake in Turkey. The lake is ecosystem for several 
species as well as economic resources for several fisherman in the town. Similar to the last year, our volunteers will 
help on cleaning the lake area, renovating the public places used for picnics and swimming, understanding the 
biological diversity and helping authorities to protect it, observing ecosystem within the lake. 

Accommodation and Food: Dormitory / Cafeteria 

Location and Leisure: Egirdir is one of the most beautiful districts in Turkey. It is 34 km far away from Isparta. The 
town has the perfect combination of nature and colors and it located near of the amazing Egirdir Lake. Egirdir has 
lots of historical choices for its visitors like in the rest of Turkey. The municipality will give you the chance to explore 
some of these ancient places. The Aksu Dungeon Cave and the Canyon of Candir are only a couple of examples for 
you. It will be the exact volunteering project for which you will remember always. 

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest Airport: Istanbul  

Summary: Our volunteers spend their time in Egirdir that has the fourth biggest lake of Turkey by doing some 
renovation on lake and swimming areas of the town as well as observing and helping the protection of the lake 
species. 

  

http://www.egirdir.bel.tr/
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GSM 06  Fit for Life 05.08.2016 – 20.08.2016 RENO  18 Vols 

 18-99 

Partner: Our partner will be Mugla Municipality, located in the coast of Aegean Sea. We have been working with the 
municipality for several years and our cooperation is getting stronger year by year. They are waiting for international 
volunteers all around the world. 

Work: Volunteers will be working closely with renovation department of the municipality and their main duty will be 
renovating the sport center in the most famous touristic town of Mugla, Fethiye. Their work will be appreciated by 
local young people doing regular sports.  

Accommodation and food: Dormitory / Local restaurant 

Location and leisure: Our camp will take place in the most touristic town of Mugla, Fethiye. Fethiye is one of 

Turkey's well-known tourist centers and is especially popular during the summer. Fethiye is also home to the Tomb 

of Amyntas, a large and beautiful tomb built in 350 BC by the Lycians. What makes this tomb unique is its massive 

size and beautiful carvings. Some of the other historical sites worth visiting are: Kadyanda Ancient City, Kayakoy- old 

Greek town, Afkule, Gemiler and Aya Nikola. Most popular touristic towns of Fethiye are: Oludeniz, Calis Beach area, 

Hisaronu and Ovacik. In addition to all of those historical and cultural background, Fethiye is famous with beaches 

and night life that our volunteers may enjoy during their free time. 

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest terminals; Istanbul, Izmir, Antalya, Dalaman 

Summary: Volunteers will be working on renovating the sport center that are being used by local young people in 
Fethiye.  

 

GSM 07  Blue and Green  12.08.2016 – 27.08.2016 ENVI/RENO

 18Vols      18-99 

Partner: Our partner is Bergama Municipality. We continued our partnership with the municipality after some years. 
For more information  www.bergama.bel.tr 

Work: Volunteers will make the renovation of parks within the city center with the help of Bergama municipality. 
Their work will be highly visible since parks are very well located within the city. Also, they will plant trees on places 
that will be used by local people for hanging out and picnics later.   
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Accommodation and food:  Hotel / Local restaurant  

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest terminals; Izmir, Istanbul 

Summary: Bergama is UNESCO’S one of the world heritage sites in Turkey. It has a very old culture gaining from 

several states and empires throughout the history. Volunteers will find several opportunities to get in contact with 

local people while they are doing renovations on parks and planting trees within the historical town. 

GSM 08  Let’s Clean Together 12.08.2016 – 27.08 2016 ENVI 18 Vols  

 18-99 

Partner: Our partner is Bartin Municipality. This is the second time that we organize workcamp together with the 
municipality. For more information www.bartinbelediyesi.com 

Work: Bartin has a perfect beach called Inkumu that is attracted by many tourists each and every year. This year, our 
volunteers will be preparing some banners to draw attention from locals and tourists as well as cleaning the beach 
area.   

Accommodation and food: Under tents / Local restaurant 

 

Location and leisure: Bartin is a beautiful city from the Northern part of Turkey. It is one of the richest districts with 
its forests and included Kure Mountains National Parks. Main sights include the castle, two churches, bedesten, the 
Kuskayasi Road Monument and Inziva (seclusion) Cave in the city center. Sections of the ancient city like the forum, 
the council palace, the road of honor, the theatre, the acropolis, and a necropolis are now below the ground. The 
wooden Bartin houses display the architectural characteristics of the art movements after the Reforms Decree. 

Special Requirements: Do not forget to bring your sleeping bags and mattress.  

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest terminals; Istanbul 

Summary: Volunteers will work on the beach mostly. Inkumu beach attracts many local and foreign tourists each 
year, what we want to do together with the municipality is to raise awareness of both locals and foreigners to have 

Location and leisure: Bergama (ancient Pergamum), 100 km north of Izmir and 250 km south of 

Canakkale  is a city in Aegean Turkey, known for its interesting archaeological ruins from the ancient 

Roman city of Pergamon and its wonderful center for walking around. Bergama has many ancient and 

must to visit destinations likes Acropolis, Asklepion, Red Basilica, Archaeology Museum. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedesten
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Aegean/Izmir/index.html
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/ThraceMarmara/canakkale/index.html
http://wikitravel.org/en/Aegean_Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pergamon
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clean holidays, to be able to enjoy the golden sand beach each and every year. Volunteers’ main tasks will be 
preparing some banners to draw attention and cleaning the beach area, since the best way of achieving what we 
stand for is including ourselves in the work.  

GSM 09  Ride My Bike  12.08.2016 – 27.08.2016 CONS 18 Vols

   18-99 

Partner: Our partner is Bademler Village. Last years, we have cooperated with Bademler village for several times and 
this year we will start another cooperation.  

Work: Bademler is a small village that is famous with its rich cultural background. Thus, our volunteers will work with 
Bademler Development Association to increase awareness on intercultural dialogue and solidarity. The volunteers 
will build bicycle roads that will cover all around the village. They will contribute to the sustainability of the village as 
well as their candidacy to be part of the “Citta Slow” network.  

Accommodation and food: Family Stay  

 

Location and leisure: Bademler is a village in Urla district of Izmir where the capital of Urla district is actually a part 
of Greater Izmir. The distance to Urla is 9 km and to Izmir is 35 km. Efes Ancient city, Kusadasi, Cesme, Alacati are 
beautiful destinations that next to the Bademler village. Village has its own theaters and daily plays happen during 
the entire summer. Thus, volunteers can take part in theater plays that are shown in the city center as well as they 
may just enjoy as a guest. 

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest Airport: Izmir  

Note: Since our volunteers will stay at village houses as their guests, volunteers will be expected to respect house 

rules during their stay. 

Summary: Similar to previous years’ program with Bademler Village, our volunteers will work with locals to build 

bicycle roads in order to contribute to the sustainability of the village as well as their candidacy to be part of the 

“Citta Slow” network. 

GSM 10  Colorful Schools  19.08.2016 – 03.09.2016 ENVI   18 Vols 18-99 

Partner: We have a new partner, Kas District Directorate of National Education. Kas is one of the district of Antalya, 
the most touristic place in Turkey. Since it will be our first cooperation with Directorate, they are as excited as we are 
and preparing a wonderful program in this lovely seaside town. For more information: http://kas.meb.gov.tr/ 

Work: Our volunteers will work with a school administration and their main duty renovate the public school and 
helping school students to discover the countries that they have been coming from. Volunteers’ work will be very 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urla,_%C4%B0zmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0zmir
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meaningful and important for the town because many of the students are children of villagers so that they don’t 
have any many opportunities to contact with foreign people. 

Accommodation and food: Dormitory/Cafetaria 

Location and leisure: Kas (pronounced 'Kash') is a small fishing, diving, yachting and tourist town, and a district of 
Antalya Province of Turkey, 168 km west of the city of Antalya. As a tourist resort, it is relatively unspoiled. The town 
of Kas has a Hellenistic theatre and many other places of historical interest; and it has spots of natural beauty, 
including excellent beaches, and a number of interesting caves, some of them underwater. There are several ruins of 
the antique cities of Komba (in the village of Gombe), Nisa, Kandyba, Phellos, Istlada, Apollonia, Isinda and Kyaenai. 

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest terminals; Antalya 

Summary: Volunteers will be renovating a village high school building to prepare it to next academic year. Also they 
will be in contact with village children and youth in order to help them learn about volunteers’ countries culture and 
practice English.  

GSM 11  We Go Again  26.08.2016 – 10.09.2016 RENO  18 

Vols           18-99 

Partner: Our partner is Milas Municipality. We have been organizing workcamps for years. For more information 
please visit: www.milas.bel.tr 

Work:  We have been organizing workcamps with Milas Municipality for years. Every year our volunteers help Milas 
to be a better and more beautiful town by doing renovation, cleaning, festival, kids and elder people. This year’s 
topic is renovation! Our volunteers will renovate some old and historical buildings within the old and historical town. 

Accommodation and food: Dormitory / Cafeteria  

 

Location and leisure: Milas, one of our oldest and most experienced partner, is a touristic coastal town in Mugla, 
where the mountains meet the sea and Mediterranean cost meets Aegean cost. The town is quite rich in terms of 
history. There’re many ancient cities and historic places, some belonging to thousands of years ago. That is probably 
the reason why Milas is also a member of “Association of Historic Towns in Turkey”. 

Language: English 

Terminal: Nearest international airport: Istanbul or Bodrum.  

Summary: It is a tradition for our international volunteers to take part in the renovation of the public parks in Milas. 
This year, the volunteers will take part in renovation work in the public parks such as painting the benches, 
renovating the playgrounds and historical buildings 
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GSM 12  Keep It Green  26.08.2016 – 10.09.2016 RENO  18 Vols

         18-99 

Partner: Our partner is Yenisehir Municipality, one of the four districts of city of Mersin. This is the 15th year that we 
have been cooperating with the municipality. For more information about the municipality please visit 
http://www.yenisehir.bel.tr/ 

Work: Similar to previous years’ program with Yenisehir Municipality, volunteers will be asked to do some 
environmental and renovation work; such as cleaning, painting, repairing and sustaining of public areas. 

Accommodation and Food: Hotel/ Local restaurant 

Location and Leisure: Mersin is 20 km inland from Mediterranean Sea. It has hosted various nations throughout the 
history. The city welcomes the volunteers with its beautiful nature, historical monuments, ruins from antique and 
middle ages and modern structures of a developing city. Cleopatra´s Gate, church of St. Paul, architectural works 
from Ottoman periods and early Republic of Turkey are some of the most remarkable features of the city. Local 
cuisine includes sandwich with grilled meats wrapped in flat bread named “tantuni”, a dessert made by carrot called 
“cezerye” and a sour drink named “salgam”. 

Language: English.  

Terminals: Nearest airports; Istanbul, Ankara or Adana. 

Summary: In Mersin, there are so many green areas like Yenisehir that is both green and public space of Mersin. This 
year, our volunteers will learn Yenisehir’s environment and they will be helping to clean the living places and repair 
in public areas such as parks and picnic areas. 

 

Envie d’aller faire du volontariat en Turquie? Contactez le SVI : 

info@servicevolontaire.org ou visitez notre site : 

www.servicevolontaire.org! 

 

http://www.yenisehir.bel.tr/

