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EVS in Depaul Northern Ireland.

Depaul Northern Ireland works with volunteers and Partners across Europe via the
Erasmus+ programme. Homelessness does not discriminate on culture nor country
and it is important to share ideas and creative approaches on how to support people
out of homelessness.
Our host projects are Mater Dei and Cloverhill supported accommodation services
for homeless families and Stella Maris, a supported accommodation service which
uses a practice called “Harm Reduction” to support adults manage their alcohol
addiction. Depaul’s EVS volunteers bring fresh ideas and experiences into our Services
which supports the holistic approach to the individuals we work with and volunteer
activities are vital to our work.
Achievements to note:
• Depaul's Respect Diversity Campaign (EVS designed the poster and delivered
activities ranging from discussions on gender & sexuality, culture & ethnicity etc)
• Depaul promotion at the Lid+ ‘Market Place’ Erasmus+ event to network and
promote Erasmus+ and Youth Work.
• Cloverhill Family Service "Cloverhill Market" . A clothing recycling event to help
those on tight budget and to promote environmental awareness.
• Intercultural month with the Seville Festival Spanish dancing in Family Services and
Stella Maris. The Mater Dei Sudanese event to promote social dialogue (led by
several Muslim families). Food, music, traditions were shared prior to Ramadan.
• Stella Maris Photovoice Project where the service users were helped to take photos
to tell their story.
• Family Service Hatha Yoga for parents and children to help with physical and mental
well-being and reduce social isolation.
Our volunteers learn how to be patient and develop skills to work with people “Where
they are at” which is quite an achievement within 11 months!
Read on to hear more and visit the EVS page of our website
Depaul would like to thank all our EVS volunteers, Partner Sending Organisations and Ecrorys.
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From: Carpi, Italy
Sending Organisation:Associazione Strauss, Italy
Host Service: Mater Dei Family Service
Activities:
 Mater Dei Sudanese cultural celebration
 Developed intercultural workshops
 Positive play to improve child development
 Supported migrant families (integration)
 Delivered parent & child Hatha Yoga
 Seasonal celebrations & parties
 Day Trips and outdoor play
 Cooking classes for life-skills & nutrition
 Promotional events with colleges
 Children in Need celebration
 Activities and networking with local groups

“I really loved my EVS.
I have been very lucky:
my project coordinator
has been always
available; my project
manager and mentor
have been amazing and
the staff has always made
me feel part of the staff.”

Alba Jiménez Díaz
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From: Seville, Spain
Sending Organisation: Mille Cunti, Spain
Host Service: Cloverhill Family Service
Activities:
 Cloverhill recycled clothing “Market Place”
 Positive play to support child development
 Cloverhill murals – family tree, hand trees
 “Lively Bunch” Intergenerational BBQ
 Depaul Respect Diversity poster image
 International Month
 Seville Festival
 After school homework club
 Arts and Crafts workshops
 Day Trips to local areas
 Cooking activities for life-skills & nutrition
 Children in Need celebration
 Depaul promotions at colleges

"I am now ready to
search and re-orientate
my professional skills
into something related
with education,
European awareness,
personal identities,
which is what really
appeals me”.

Antonio Pepe
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From: Foggia, Italy
Sending Organisation: Associazione Strauss, Italy
Host Service: Stella Maris Harm Reduction Service
Activities:
 Cultural Days: Italian, Polish & Spanish food,
music & quizzes
 Learn basic Italian classes
 Depaul Respect Diversity campaign activities
 Breakfast club: promotion of regular diet
 Stella Maris service user photo gallery
 Life skills support: laundry; shopping
 Supporting service users access to health care
 Events: Halloween party; Christmas etc
 Outings: cinema; bowling; museums; walks
 Arts & crafts projects, games & karaoke

“We are having great
time every single day
and at the same time
they are improving
their alcohol misuse
which is great! I feel so
blessed to have been
selected for this project
and to share this
journey”

Blanca Bravo Casares
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From: Madrid, Spain
Sending Organisation: AIPC Pandora, Spain
Host Service: Stella Maris Harm Reduction Service
Activities:
 Stella Maris service user Photovoice project
 Promotion at Lid+ “Market Place” Erasmus+
networking event in Derry City
 Cultural Days: Spanish, Polish & Italian
cookery, music & quizzes
 Stella Maris EVS volunteer video
 Arts & crafts projects, games & karaoke
 Breakfast club: promotion of regular diet
 Supporting service users access to health care
 Events: Halloween Party; St Patrick’s Day etc
 Outings: cinema; bowling; museums; walks
 Depaul Promotional events at colleges

“My organization
took care of me
in every moment,
giving me the
opportunity to
learn every day,
and the freedom
to develop my
personal
projects”

“I'm so proud as a
European to use my
energy and skills
for a project that
makes me feel
proud to be in this
amazing European
Community”

Evaluation

After the EVS volunteer and staff mid-way evaluation, we held a
final Reflection & Evaluation session in Belfast’s Malone House in the
last month of the placement. We were blessed with good weather
and held a relaxed meeting to examine the key themes of the
project: “Social Dialogue”, “Inclusion” and “Health & Wellbeing” to allow each volunteer to consider how the Project had
promoted these themes.
The volunteers delivered daily activities supporting the social
engagement within their host service. They were also supported to
develop their own individual projects. This included a Sudanese
cultural event, Depaul Respect Diversity activities, social and lifeskills development and engagement with the local community via
promotions (Colleges, Intergenerational groups and Erasmus+
event) to promote EVS.
Health and Well-being was
constantly
promoted
via
cookery activities, sexual
health discussions, yoga for
physical & mental well-being,
trips out walking and support
to engage with healthcare.
Volunteer activities were
recorded daily against service
user support plans which
showed far-reaching impact!

“EVS helped me to
tell me the truth for
the first time in
many years. It has
been a vital
experience in my
life and I know
already there will
be such a different
in my post EVS life”

“I just can say
positive things
about my EVS, I
got personal and
professional
skills during this
year”

Reflection

Each volunteer was encouraged to think about their personal growth
throughout their EVS as a key part of their Youthpass. For the final
reflection we started with the statement “The best and most
beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched.
They must be felt with the heart” (Helen Keller). Each Volunteer
wrote their name on a large piece of card and drew their face in the
middle. They then selected an Emoji representing different aspects of
their EVS, for example “something good, something you enjoyed”.
Each volunteer presented their thoughts and experiences to the group.
Thinking about their future was also an important topic as it gave the
opportunity for each volunteer to discuss what they were going to do
post EVS. Themes were similar – integration back home, work or study
aspirations. Depaul’s low threshold, harm reduction approaches in
supporting homeless and disadvantaged people through holistic practice
also had a big impact on their personal and skills development.

They noted that EVS had opened their minds to new possibilities and
made them “brave”. There was also an interest in supporting their
Sending Organisations to promote Erasmus+ to other young people.

